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follow this occupation, whether as a principal or a subsidiary
means of livelihood. In the Punjab, some of the Chamars and
Dhanaks do weaving. The proportion of Chamars engaged 'in
weaving is about 3 per cent in the Hariana tract and 15 per
cent in central Punjab.

A large number of the weavers are engaged in agriculture
as well, usually as non-occupancy tenants. When not engaged
in weaving they often work as agricultural labourers. This is
especially the case at harvest time when wages rule high.

Cost of Production and Profit

The depressed class weavers usually prepare garha, dosuti
and daura cloths. For weaving a piece of cloth 8 yards long
and i yard .wide they require if seers of yarn, which costs about
14 as. The work engages two adult workers for two days and
besides this other members of the family also help occasionally.
Weaving is, in fact, a family occupation that requisitions alike
the services of the aged and the child. The finished piece may
fetch about Re. 1-4. Thus, in the case of a family having two
adult workers the family income per working day would be
about 3 as. In other words, if the assistance given by the aged
and children is ignored, an adult can earn about li as. per day.
The villagers get cloth woven from them by paying them 4 as.
per seer of yarn used. This works out to about 3i as. per work-
ing day for the family. For preparing dotai (a sort of counter-
pane) the weaver gets about 12 as. as weaving charges, the
yarn being supplied by the customer. The work engages 3
adults for two days and wages per working day come to about
2 as. In the case of articles that have no mill-made substitutes
the weaver is able to earn more. Such articles, however, are
made only to order. The weaver does not produce such articles
regularly for sale mainly for two reasons. First, the market for
such things is limited to his own village or at the most to a
neighbouring village only. Second, the weaver must needs
dispose of his goods as soon as they are ready. And as already
indicated, there is no well-developed market for such goods.

Weaving of garha and other less specialized cloth is un-
economic. And if the weaver still depends mainly on his call-
ing it is due more to the absence of other avenues of employment